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Society Women of Five Cities in "Better Mothers" League;
- Younger Set Must Give Up Late Dances and Dinners

«let'sKeep the Chil¬
dren Children," Is

Their Plea
By Arnold D. Prince

ONE of the most interesting
experiments ever under-
taken in the United States
by women of the highest so-1

rial prominence is that in which the
-better mothers" of Philadelphia

'have just enrolled.

Society frequently has been ac¬

cused of setting the pace in extrava¬

gance and elaborate entertainments,
but in this instance it is society that
is taking the lead in checking the
tendency toward extremes which
was so markedly stimulated in the

period immediately after the ending
of the war.

In New York, Philadelphia, Bos¬
ton, Baltimore, Washington and
other big cities of the East women

of the wealthiest families are band¬
ing together in an effort to simplify
amusements, especially so far as

they affect the young, the indica¬
tions being that the work will be
carried on by more or less related or

affiliated organizations.
Ail Intercity Union
A very real concern for the fu¬

ture welfare of the growing genera¬
tion is the outstanding purpose of
this movement, but the unique fea¬
ture of it is this.that the campaign,
if carried to its logical conclusion,
will mean the establishment of what
might be called an intercity "union"
in which the leaders of the fashion¬
able world will be the members.

In New York City the basic idea
of the work suggested was incorpo¬
rated several years ago in the Par¬
ents' League, ,of which Mrs. John
Henry Hammond is the president.
Mrs. Hammond is the daughter of
Mrs. William Douglas Sloane, sis¬
ter of the late Cornelius Van-
derbilt. The league was organ¬
ized in 1914, with Henry P. Davi-
wn, of J. P. Morgan & Co., as treas¬
urer. Mrs. Adrian Lambert is one

of the active workers.

Not a Reform
Although In no sense a "reform"

organization, its mission is to exer¬

cise a measure of uniform and or¬

ganized control over what may be
called the "juvenile aristocracy,"
by limiting them to sane and harm¬
less entertainments, and it is this
idea that the Philadelphia mothers,
wd the mothers of other cities as

well, have seized upon now that they
recognize the dangers to the grow¬
ing generation that have come with
the ending of the war.

At a recent meeting held in Phila¬
delphia representative women from
.everal cities expressed their views,
«id the New York organization was

«deed to submit literature showing
how the work had been carried on
¡n this city.
As in New York City, the women

forming the new organization in
toe Quaker City are all members
of farmlies ranking at the top in so¬
cial affairs. Mrs. John S. Newbold,
airman of the executive com¬
mittee elected to work out prelimi-
äwy plans, is a leader in the city's'
most exclusive and conservative
circles. The two other members of
to« committee are Mrs. George
Stuart Patterson, cousin of Ava
Willing Astor, formerly wife of
J<ton Jacob Astor, and Mrs. John
Hampton Barnes, who before her

J ^rriage was Eleanor Biddle, of the
Well known family of that name.

*ta Organizers
H». Charlton Yamall, at whose

io»s the nucleus of the new asso-
**.» was formed, is a leader in
*. »wat exclusive set in the Penn-
'tfvania city, some of the others
«ctively supporting the "union"
««« Mrs. George McPadden, for-
**ly Miss Josephine B. Mcllvaine;****" Dwckla Mills, Mrs. Ben-

1**» Franklin Pepper, whose
,?*» **». wee Rebecca T. Witt-**»*». Qeoirge Mason Chlchetter,

\~/ïfRS. HENRY P. DAVÏSON, of New York, above, and.*¦"¦*¦ Mrs. George Stuart Patterson, of Philadelphia
Mrs. Charles Stewart Wurts and.
many members of the Colonial
Dames and the Fortnightly Club.

Too Many Parties
"We feel there should be a re-

duction in the number of late par-
ties for children," said Mrs. New-
bold. "The ending of the war

brought with it a certain amount of
new freedom in the conduct of
young people which, perhaps, is not
good for them. I think that most
of us have, in one way or another,
been affected b> the same in¬
fluences. We will try to provide
more rational and simple amuse¬

ments, and perhaps also supervise
the kind of plays children will be
permitted to see at the theaters."

Mrs. Newbold did not go into de¬
tails of the situation calling for
the organization of the mothers, but
Mrs. McFadden contributed an illu¬
minating touch when in addressing
a meeting of the women she said
that she had been told by the head
of one of, the fashionable private
schools that "it took some of the
pupils a week to get over the effects
of some of the week-end parties."
Dresses Too Elaborate

This, of course, referred to young
misses of very tender age and not
débutantes, who are permitted a

little more freedom in their recrea¬

tions.
A still deeper insight into condi¬

tions in Philadelphia, against which
the mothers are fighting, was pro¬
vided by Mrs. Joseph Wpolston, one

of the governors of the Fortnightly
Club, who asserted that not only had
the simple parties of the growing
generation of other days developed
into formal affairs lasting until very
late hours indeed, but that there had
been a striking increase of elaborate
dressing among these little folk
which was out of all proportion to
their age.
"Th# btger mothers aro «astas*

to take a stand," she said, adding sig- j
nificantly: "Those who won't cooper-
ate will have to be excluded," mean-

ing that a social war would be de-
clared against such parents as did
not recognize the wisdom of calling a
halt in this form of extravagance.

In Philadelphia, it may be ex¬

plained, the after effects of the war
on social affairs have been pretty
much the same as in other big cities,
with this exception: Philadelphia,
perhaps more than many others, is
distinctively a "community of
homes," where the social aspects of
life are emphasized beyond the
point reached in some other places.
Therefore, whatever effect this end¬
ing of the war had in stimulating ex¬
travagance and elaborate firms of
entertainment seemed to be multi-
plied by the many social functions
continually going on in the Quaker
City.
Predicts Social War

Lacking the many theaters and
other opportunities for recreation
which are to be had in such abun-
dance in New York City, the deBire
for diversion in the Pennsylvania

¡ metropolis finds its outlet in balls,
dinners, dances and "parties" oí
various kinds, all of which, it is
universally admitted, became es-
pecially numerous and élaborât«
with the signing of the armistice.

Philadelphia being the seat of an
cient aristocracy which refuses tc

j take second place to any other in th<
country, these functions not onlj
increased in number among th<
"grown-ups," but had a correspond
ing tendency among the juveniles a)
well.
Whereas in New York City, fo:

example, three or four big dancei
for "sub-debs" make up a fairly ful
year, in Philadelphia such gather
ings are almost a commonplace, an<
few weeks go by in a season, evei
in normal times, when one or mon
affairs of this kind are not going oi
either at one of the big hotels or a
the homes of the members of th
fashionable sot»
But with the ending of the- w*

A/fRS. ROBERT L. MONTGOMERY, of Philadelphia, one*"¦*¦ of the iniatiators of the movement in the Quaker City
came the new influences which had
an effect on the young as well as

the old. Not only did some of the
entertainments for the young folks
last until hours when, in the "good
old days," children were safely and
comfortably in their beds, but in
other respects there came a remark¬
able reflection of the new spirit of
the times.

Elaborate Gowns
Young women still in their teens

frequently wore dresses which in
many respects compared favorably
with the elaborate creations favored

by the most fashionable mothers.
There is no truths in the charge ma¬

liciously circulated by "outsiders"
that "jazzing" was permitted among
these little people, or that the aping
of mature styles reached the point
of wearing "backless" and "sleeve¬
less" gowns, but there seems to be
some basis of justification for the
report that "cheek to cheek" danc¬
ing was sometimes more or less
sunreptitiously indulged in.
One extraordinary rumor had it

that one of the dancing parties for
"sub debs" was preceded by an

"eighteen course dinner," but this
also, it would appear, was an idle
piece of gossip indulged in by peo¬
ple who sought to gjve an exagger¬
ated notion of the sort of things
that were going on among the very
rich. Supper dances for the young
folks reached very elaborate levels
indeed and cost almost as many
thousands in some instances as those
given by their elders, but not to the
extent of proving eighteen course

dinners, which would tax the gas-
tronomical powers of even the most
experienced diners.
But this much is true: Philadel¬

phia being, as already stated, a city
of many social functions, the rival¬
ries inevitably attendant upon such
conditions were greatly stimulated
by the general reaction from the
war and new forces were set to work
against which such conservative
women as have enrolled in the new

organization were able to make
little progress.

Boys Own Cars
II was, and is, by no means un¬

usual for young men sixteen and
serentcen years of age to own their
own automobiles and sometimes

these Bet a very lively pace which
other young men, and women, too,
naturally sought to emulate.
"We don't want to sit in the

lemon row," was the way these
young people put it when those of
the elders who saw the dangers of
the new order sought to remon-

strate with them.
On top of this, the social atmos-

phere, to which the sub deb classes
are subject as well as their elders,
became increasingly thick with
stories of extraordinary extrava-
gance indulged in by some of the
most advanced elders, all of which

j tended more and more to disturb the
conservative and well ordered ré-
gime observed by Philadelphia's
oldest families.
One of these extravagant enter¬

tainments, about which the gossips
are still buzzing, was given at the
sumptuous suburban home of one of
the wealthiest of Philadelphia fami-

I lies, whose name is known from one
end of the country to the other.

Dinners of Many Courses
Beginning at 8 o'clock in the eve¬

ning with a dinner which went
through as many courses as human
ingenuity and unlimited means could
provide, the guests danced until 8
o'clock in the morning, when all put

i on bathing suits and took a refresh¬
ing plunge in the big swimming
pool which is one of the features of
the house. Then the formal eve¬

ning dresses were again put on, sup¬
per was served and dancing was

resumed until 9 o'clock in the morn¬

ing, when breakfast was served and
the merrymakers called it a day.

Recently the young daughter of
this household, who was present at
the party, attracted wide attention
by eloping with a young man who
had won her hand after a romantic
courtship.
Other stories of other elaborate

affairs indulged in by the most
modern set could be told, but thej
would have no immediate bearing
on the problem with which the "bet¬
ter mothers" are now confronted
The only motive in referring tc
those already mentioned is to indi¬
cate the indirect influence thej
might have had in stimulating in
creased freedom among the youni
folks and as giving an idea of th<
general fevered atmosphere again«
which the «onservative women o1

JlfRS. HARRY PAYNE WHITNEY, of New York, above,.*¦*¦*. and Mrs. Charlton Yarnall, of Philadelphia
the best families of the city are

fighting.

¡Not Reformers
The women of Philadelphia, it

should be explained, have not under¬
taken anything that might be called
a "reform" campaign and are not
"uplifters" in any sense, but they
are intensely concerned with con¬

serving the simplicity of childhood"
life, without in any sense leading
their children to believe that they
are being "disciplined" or "correct¬
ed" for past frivolity or misconduct.

However, absolute frankness and
candor necessitate the admission
that many of the affairs given for
tho sub-debs and masculine under¬
graduates in the last few months
have outrivaled anything of the
kind witnessed in the past and that
a definite program of curtailment is
contemplated by the conservative
mothers.

In Philadelphia affairs attended by
young people, especially when held
at one of the big hotels, are, of
course, closely watched by chape-
rones selected from among the so-

ciety women themselves, but some

of the features are beyond the pow¬
er of these patronesses to control.
two of these being the very impor¬
tant ones of elaborateness and ex¬

pense.

A Sample Menu
Thus some of these children's par-1

ties have cost thousands, and while
there was never anything like an

"eighteen course dinner" as a prel¬
ude to the dancing, the meals were

strikingly intricate if the simple
feasts of croquettes, salad, ice
cream and cakes are recalled. Here
is a menu which may be considered
a "fair example" of the kind of
food provided for these youngsters
at one of the most popular big
hotels:

Grape Fruit
Cape May Salt Oysters

Salted Almonds, Olives, Celery
Consomme Printaniere Royala

Vtloutine Crustacean
Roast Guinea, Currant Jelly

Sweet Potatoes, Southern Style. Green Peas
Hearts of Lettuce
Cheese Patties

Bomb« a la James (made of etra-wborry and
¡ vanilla ice eream)

Assorted Cakes
Coges

Of course, feasts such as this were
only provided for young women and
young men up to fifteen and sixteen
years of age, but quits elaborate
repasts were also frequently pre-

pared for the dancing parties in
which children from six to ten and
twelve years old participated.
Cost $5,000
The average cost for such menus

as shown above is about $4
a plate, a considerable item in it¬
self when it is remembered that
from 200 to 500 children frequently
attended the more pretentious af¬
fairs. In addition, of course, there
was the cost of the ballroom, aver¬

aging about $350 for the'evening, of
the orchestra and the special frocks
to be considered, all of which con¬

tributed to raise the total expense
for the evening to $5,000 or more for
one evening's recreation.
When the conviction finally came

to the "better mothers" that some¬
thing to check this sort of thing
would have to be done, meetings to
discuss the situation were held, one
of the first organizations to take
a definite step being the Colonial
Dames of the city. Bishep Rhine-
lander, of Philadelphia, added his
protest against the late parties and
expensive recreations provided for
the young, and, finally, another
meeting, at which the groundwork
of a working organization was laid,
was held at the home of Mrs.
Yarnall.

There a general discussion of con¬
ditions resulted, arid the committee
of which Mrs. Newbold is the chair,
man was elected.

The Parents' League
Mrs. Newbold was not ready re¬

cently to discuss the program of
simplification that is to be presented,
but generally speaking the plan oí
the Parents League of New Yorl
City probably will be adopted. This
in effect, is:

1. That boys and girls of school
age refuse all invitations to parties,
theaters, etc., during the school term,
except, occasionally, on Fridays and
Saturdays, and that parties and
theatergoing be limited during the
holidays.

2. That parents arrange simple
and appropriate forms of recreation
for the children; for instance, at¬
tendance at young people's concerts,
visits to the country, museums and
other places of interest, and that
they reserve time during the holi¬
days to join their children during
such recreations.

8. That parents advocate reason¬
able hoar» for beginning and ending

! dances tot young people, that they
state them in all invitations and that

Philadelphia and
New York Leaders

in Movement
they carefully supervise the manner

of dancing.
4. That a theater committee s<-nd

bulletins at regular intervals to all
the active members of the mothers*
organization, suggesting the mo^t
suitable plays for young people.
That parents in sending invitations'
to the theater state the name of the
play.

6. That parents confer frequently
with the teachers of their children
regarding questions affecting their
education and general welfare, and
that they cooperate with the teach¬
ers in upholding the rule? and stand¬
ards of the school.

6. That articles bearing on vita!
questions relating to the upbringing
and education of children be cir¬
culated among the active members
of the organization and that the
members ho'd informal meetings for
the discussion of these questions.

7. That cooperation be sought of
such organizations as the alumna»
associations of the schools in order
that the sons and daughters may
work in sympathy with their parents
toward a common end.
Heads of the big private school?

have announced their willingness to
help carry out this program, their
general attitude toward the whole
problem being stated as something
like this:

Schools to Help
"There is no escaping the self-

evident truth that indiscriminate
theatergoing and the dissipation in¬
volved in late hours at dancing and
other parties in excessive social ac¬

tivity are an evil. We are anxious
to help and to secure help from tho?e
who fully recognize this truth and
are trying conscientiously to meet
this responsibility and who are strug¬
gling against certain influences of
modern life which surround their
boys and girls."

Several of the heads of these pr;
vate schools were interviewed by the
women in Philadelphia enrolled in
the new organization, and all agreed
that the late parties were Having an
injurious effect on the children.

"In New York City," said Mrs.
Lambert, in discussing the general
situation, "the work of the league
has met with considerable success.
Late parties for the young people
are discouraged by general agree¬
ment by the members of the league,
who now number about 2,000.

"Lists of the plays suitable for
children are provided, and so far ae
possible recreations are restricted
to those which will not have an in¬
jurious effect on their morals or
health."

No Ban on Fun
In conclusion, emphasis should be

laid on the fact that in Philadelphia,
as in New York, there is no desire
on the part of the "better mothers''
to give rise to the feeling among
the children that they are beins
"reformed" or that anything at ai
is being attempted that will hav«
an adverse effect on their self
respect.
As Mrs. Hammond explainec

some time ago, all that is sought ii
to endeavor to create a "body o
public opinion in favor of commot
sense and against extremes, es
pecially in amusements," without h
any way lessening the pleasur
which the young naturally deman«
and have a right to.

Mothers Not Dodging
"It has been suggested," Mn

Hammond said on that occasior
"that this apparently was a plan o

socially busy women by means o
which they hoped to delegate ti*
duty of managing their children t
an organization, but nothing coul
be further from the intent or pra<
tice of the league.

"Indeed, it is an organizatio
planned especially to make us a
measurably wiser and give us
greater capacity for and undei
standing of the work devolving upo
us in our families and in the socu
body.

"While each mother and eac
father is certainly confronted in tl
personality of each child with
problem nowhere duplicated, tí
fact remains that much may be d<
rived from counsel and concert«
action which no individual cou!
work out alone."

It is in this spirit that the womt
of Philadelphia have decided 1
form their organization, and it
to this general plan, outlined 1
Mrs. Hammond, and the bylaws
the Parents' League that they ha
dedicated themselves.


